ABOUT THIS REPORT
Is there a connection between problem gambling and crime? Do compulsive or pathologi cal gamblers resort to crimi nal activity to pay their debts and finance their bets? To examine the link between problem gambling and crime, researchers interviewed arrestees in Las Vegas and Des Moines to probe their gambling behavior and its relationship to their crimes.
What did the researchers find?
Using the Arrestee Drug Abuse Monitoring (ADAM) Program as a survey vehicle, researchers found significant ly more problem gambling among arrestees than in the general population. The arrestees who were inter viewed had high levels of criminal activity related to pathological gambling.
■ The percentage of problem or pathological gamblers among the arrestees was three to five times higher than in the general population.
■ Nearly one-third of arrestees identified as pathological gamblers admitted having committed robbery in the previous year. Approximately 13 per cent had assaulted some one for money. Pathological gamblers were much more likely to have sold drugs than other arrestees.
Limitations of the study
The study was conducted among arrestees in only two U.S. cities-Las Vegas and Des Moines. Las Vegas likely has the highest level of resi dents and visitors who gam ble of any major U.S. city. Des Moines was chosen to represent a midsize U.S. city that had more typical levels of gambling. 
Exploring the connection
To better understand and deal with the relationship between gambling and criminal activity, researchers sought to answer several questions about the arrestee subpopulation: 
Classifying gambling types
For the purpose of this study, the arrestees who were inter viewed were divided into five types based on their answers to a series of ques tions designed to determine the nature and extent of 
HOW BIG IS GAMBLING?
once appeared to be largely confined to casinos, the quiet off-track bookie, bingo halls, and the occasional Friday night poker game has become a national pastime. By 1993, more than half of all Americans reported having gambled in a casino at least once. By 1996, Americans were wager ing $47.6 billion a year-more money than movies, sport ing events, theme parks, cruise ships, and the recording business generated combined. By 1997, nearly 500 gam bling sites were on the Internet. 
